
 

 
When the Smoke Clears: Understanding 

Your Rights as a Tenant After the LA Fires 

Public Counsel 

Public Counsel is a nonprofit public interest law firm dedicated to advancing civil rights and 

racial and economic justice, as well as amplifying the power of clients through comprehensive 

legal advocacy.  

Their Homelessness Prevention Law Project focuses on eviction defense, access to benefits 

and affirmative housing litigation.  

Website: publiccounsel.org 

Public Counsel Fire Relief and Recovery Services: publiccounsel.org/fire-relief-recovery-

services-los-angeles 

 

Presentation Resources 

• Presentation Recording 

• Presentation Slides 

• Sample Letters 

o 2025 Security Deposit and Prorated Rent Demand Letter 

o 2025 Pro-Rated Rent Request 

o 2025 Habitability Demand Letter 

• Recovering Together–A Community Gathering: Attend a drop-in supportive gathering 

led by Entertainment Community Fund social workers every Tuesday at noon to 

connect with others who understand the unique challenges that this disaster has on the 

industry. Please create a Portal Account and register to join. 

 

Emergency Assistance Funds 

• LA County Worker Relief Fund: Workers impacted financially by the windstorm and 

wildfires may be eligible for a cash assistance grant. Deadline: March 12, 2025. 

• LA County Household Relief Grant: Offers immediate financial assistance to those 

impacted and displaced due to the windstorm events. Deadline: March 12, 2025. 

https://publiccounsel.org/
https://publiccounsel.org/fire-relief-recovery-services-los-angeles/
https://publiccounsel.org/fire-relief-recovery-services-los-angeles/
https://youtu.be/dEkXFYMeOBg
https://entertainmentcommunity.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/smoke-clears-presentation.pdf
https://entertainmentcommunity.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/security-deposit-prorated-rent.pdf
https://entertainmentcommunity.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/prorated-rent-request.pdf
https://entertainmentcommunity.org/sites/default/files/2025-03/habitability-demand.pdf
https://portal.entertainmentcommunity.org/services/workshopsandclasses/results/?coursetitle=Recovering%20Together%E2%80%94A%20Community%20Gathering
https://portal.entertainmentcommunity.org/welcome/
https://opportunity.lacounty.gov/worker-relief-fund/
https://lacountyrelieffund.com/?utm_content=&utm_medium=email&utm_name=&utm_source=govdelivery&utm_term=
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• Restaurants Cares: Food and beverage workers impacted by the fires may be eligible 

for a grant. Deadline: March 31, 2025. 

 

LA County Resources 

• LA County Planning (address lookup) 

• Rent Stabilization and Tenant Protections (LA County, Chapter 8.52) 

• Consumer & Business Affairs, Rent Stabilization Program 

• Consumer & Business Affairs, Relocation FAQ 

• LA County Public Health, Housing Inspections 

 

City of Pasadena Resources 

• Find My District—City of Pasadena (address lookup) 

• Pasadena Fair and Equitable Housing Charter Amendment (Article XVIII) 

• Pasadena Department of Housing 

• Pasadena Tenant Resources 

• Pasadena Tenant FAQs 

• Pasadena City Service Center 

• File a Complaint—Planning & Community Development Department 

• Pasadena Relocation Fact Sheet (2023-2024) 

• Pasadena Rental Housing Board (PRHB) Buy-Out Rights 

• Contact Housing Counselor, Rent Stabilization Department 

• Pasadena Notice of Intent to Terminate 

 

City of Los Angeles 

• LA City Property Lookup (address lookup) 

• ZIMAS 

• City of Los Angeles Housing Department 

• Los Angeles Housing Department—RSO (Rent Stabilization Ordinance) Overview 

• Los Angeles Housing Department—Resources for Renters 

 

State of California Resources 

• California Tenants—A Guide to Residential Tenants’ and Landlords’ Rights and 

Responsibilities, Rev. 2022 

• Renters’ Rights Under the Tenant Protection Act 

https://restaurantscare.org/
https://planning.lacounty.gov/#area-lookup
https://library.municode.com/ca/los_angeles_county/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=TIT8COPRBUWARE_DIV3HO_CH8.52RESTTEPR
https://dcba.lacounty.gov/rentstabilizationprogram/
https://dcba.lacounty.gov/wp-content/uploads/2023/05/Relocation-Assistance-FAQs.pdf
http://publichealth.lacounty.gov/eh/inspection/housing-inspection.htm
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/find-my-district/
https://library.municode.com/ca/pasadena/codes/code_of_ordinances?nodeId=CH_ARTXVIIIPAFAEQHOCHAM
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/housing/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/rent-stabilization/tenant-resources/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/rent-stabilization/faqs-tenants/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/city-service-center/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/planning/code-compliance/file-a-complaint/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023-2024-PRHB-Relocation-Assistance-Fact-Sheet.pdf?v=1700673549731
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/commissions/wp-content/uploads/sites/31/2023-11-16-PRHB-Buyout-Rights.pdf?v=1709161511511
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/rent-stabilization/contact-housing-counselor/
https://www.cityofpasadena.net/rent-stabilization/wp-content/uploads/sites/35/Landlord-Notice-of-Intent-to-Terminate-EN.pdf?v=1717176895767
https://lahd.service-now.com/plu
https://zimas.lacity.org/
https://housing.lacity.gov/
https://housing.lacity.gov/residents/rso-overview
https://housing.lacity.gov/residents/renters
https://www4.courts.ca.gov/documents/California-Tenants-Guide.pdf
https://www4.courts.ca.gov/documents/California-Tenants-Guide.pdf
https://publicadvocates.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/renters-rights-under-the-tenant-protection-act-2024.pdf
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• Resources for Californians Impacted by LA Fires 

 

Additional Resources 

• Stay Housed LA 

• Tenant Power Toolkit 

• How-To Guides, Legal Aid Foundation of LA 

• Sample Letters 

https://oag.ca.gov/LAFires
https://www.stayhousedla.org/
https://tenantpowertoolkit.org/
https://lafla.org/self-help/self-help-how-to-guides/
https://www.tenantstogether.org/resources/sample-letters

